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DEAR DR BUDNITZ

THE PURPOSE OF THIS LETTER IS TO DOCUMENT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGYS DOES
REQUEST TO THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES NAS COMMITTEE ON REMEDIATION OF
BURIED AND TANK WASTE THE COMMITTEE REGARDING THE STORAGE OF HIGH ACTIVITY
MATERIALS AT THE NIAGARA FALLS STORAGE SITE NFSS

FIRST 11 APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT IN ESTABLISHING THE NIAGARA FALLS
SUBCOMMITTEE AND PARTICULARLY APPRECIATE THE MEMBERS OF THAT SUBCOMMITTEE
TAKING THEIR TIME TO MEET WITH MEMBERS OF MY STAFF AND PROGRAM ON THE
CHALLENGES FACING US AT THE NFSS

AS THE DISCUSSIONS DURING OUR MEETINGS OF FEBRUARY 2224 1994 INDICATED DOE
IS STRUGGLING WITH DEFINING THE APPROPRIATE STANDARDS TO SAFELY MANAGE AND
DISPOSE OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS THE LACK OF NATIONAL CONSENSUS ON WHAT
STANDARDS OUGHT TO APPLY COUPLED WITH STAKEHOLDER PERCEPTION OF THE RISKS
POSED BY THE MATERIALS HAS SEVERELY CHALLENGED DOES MANAGEMENT OF THE
MATERIALS AT NIAGARA FALLS AND OTHER SITES IN ADDITION DOE IS FURTHER
CHALLENGED BY OUR DESIRE TO MINIMIZE RISKS TO TODAYS WORKERS AND INHABITANTS
OF THE SITE AND ALONG ANY TRANSPORTATION ROUTES AS WELL AS PROVIDE VALUE TO
THE TAXPAYERS FOR THE ACTIVITIES PERFORMED WITHIN THE ENVIRONMENTAL
RESTORATION PROGRAM THESE ISSUES ARE NOT NEW TO YOU AS THEY ARE THE SAME AS
THOSE YOUR COMMITTEE WAS ESTABLISHED TO ADDRESS AS STATED DURING OUR
DISCUSSIONS AT THE MEETING AM PLEASED THAT YOU PLAN TO USE THE NFSS ISSUE
AS CASE STUDY WHICH WILL ENABLE THE COMMITTEE TO ADDRESS MORE GLOBAL
ISSUES SUCH AS THOSE IDENTIFIED IN MY LETTER OF JANUARY 10 1994

REGARDING THE NFSS ACTIVITY DOE REQUESTS THAT THE NAS REVIEW DOES
DOCUMENTATION SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED WASTE CONTAINMENT STRUCTURE AT THE NFSS
AND INDEPENDENTLY ADVISE IF IT WILL PROVIDE APPROPRIATE PROTECTION TO THE
SURROUNDING POPULATION AND ENVIRONMENT SECONDLY IF THE PROPOSED STRUCTURE
IS NOT CONSIDERED ADEQUATE DOE ASKS THE NAS TO INDEPENDENTLY EVALUATE THE
RISK DATA ASSOCIATED WITH ALTERNATIVES IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR THE LONGTERM MANAGEMENT OF THESE MATERIALS CONSIDERING WORKER AND PUBLIC
RISKS CURRENT AND FUTURE HUMAN HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND THE
OVERALL COSTBENEFIT OF ALTERNATIVE MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES



PENDING OUR MUTUAL AGREEMENT ON THE SCOPE OF THIS REVIEW IT IS PREMATURE TO

SUGGEST COMPLETION DATE AT THIS TIME HOWEVER AS WE DISCUSSED AT THE

MEETINGS IN FEBRUARY HAVING AT LEAST PRELIMINARY INFORMATION IN LETTER

REPORT BY SEPTEMBER 1994 WITH BACKUP INFORMATION TO FOLLOW AT LATER DATE
WOULD BEST MEET THE DEPARTMENTS REQUIREMENT TO PLAN FUTURE PROGRAM ACTIVITIES
AND IDENTIFY FUNDING NEEDS

MY STAFF WILL WORK WITH THE NAS STAFF OFFICER AND THE NIAGARA FALLS
SUBCOMMITTEE TO PROVIDE THE DOCUMENTATION NECESSARY TO MEET THE GOALS OF THIS
STUDY ON THE PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR THE PLANNED NFSS TOUR MAY 23 1994 WE
ARE PREPARED TO PROVIDE TOUR OF THE STORAGE SITE AS WELL AS PROVIDING
MEETING FACILITY HOWEVER AS WAS AGREED AT OUR FEBRUARY MEETINGS WE DEFER
THE DISTRIBUTION OF INVITATIONS TO THE TOUR AND MEETINGS TO THE NAS MY STAFF
WILL BE PLEASED TO ASSIST YOU WITH THE APPROPRIATE MAILINGS AND ANY PUBLIC
NOTIFICATIONS AS THE NFSS IS WITHIN CONGRESSMAN JOHN LAFALCES DISTRICT
THE CONGRESSMAN HAS MAINTAINED KEEN INTEREST IN SITE ACTIVITIES AND IS
ANXIOUS TO TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE PROPOSED STUDY

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME AT 202 5866331
MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE OR SUBCOMMITTEE OR THE NAS STAFF OFFICER MAY CONTINUE
TO COORDINATE WITH JULIE DAMBROSIA AT 301 7629364 OR WITH JOHN PATTERSON
AT 301 9037408 ON PROJECT SPECIFIC DATA

AM PLEASED THAT YOU HAVE AGREED TO PERFORM REVIEW OF THE DATA AND OPTIONS
FOR LONGTERM MANAGEMENT OF THE MATERIAL AT THE NFSS LOOK FORWARD TO THE
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THIS PROJECT AND THE INTEGRATION OF YOUR CONCLUSIONS
INTO THE OTHER HASDOE ACTIVITIES

SINCERELY

WHITFIELD
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